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There is an archive of photos, documents and videos which can be accessed
by contacting the John Laing Charitable Trust via their website:
https://johnlaingcharitabletrust.com/legacy-archive/

Teacher

You can also view some of the photos directly on the website and watch a video.
The Trust also has a webpage with information about John Laing:
https://johnlaingcharitabletrust.com/about-us/about-sir-john-laing/

There is some interesting information about the history and legacy of John Laing on the John
Laing Building Company’s website: https://www.laing.com/about/history/

You can view a range of photos of John Laing and his building projects in the John Laing
Photographic Collection on the Historic England website: https://historicengland.org.uk/images-
books/photos/results/?searchType=HE+Archive&search=jlp01&filteroption=images

Collective Worship
Assemblies.org has a great assembly idea called Moneymakers – the Parable of the Pounds and
the life of Sir John Laing on their website. It considers the question: What is the Christian
attitude to wealth?: https://www.assemblies.org.uk/sec/2392/moneymakers--the-parable-of-
the-pounds-and-the-life-of-sir-john-laing

Coventry Cathedral 
Coventry Cathedral – www.coventrycathedral.org.uk
John Laing standing on the steps of Coventry Cathedral: https://historicengland.org.uk/images-
books/photos/item/JLP01/08/062531
Historic England has an RE lesson idea (a PowerPoint based teacher led presentation) called
What makes a place of Worship worth Exploring?: https://historicengland.org.uk/services-
skills/education/teaching-activities/what-makes-a-place-of-worship-worth-exploring/

Video of how a Year 5 Class learned about the Story of Coventry Cathedral, including meeting
former employees of the building company (6 mins): https://vimeo.com/454343906 or
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sGu2NKIpqQo

Books
‘Phoenix at Coventry’ by Basil Spence (1962)
‘Laing’ by Roy Coad (1979)
‘Life and Belief in the experience of John Laing’ by Godfrey Harrison (1954)
‘The Good Builder – The John Laing Story’ by Berry Ritchie (1997)
Building to Share: The Story of John Laing (Faith in Action 1998) - Pupil book
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Positive Role Models
There has been much recent public discussion around the need for positive
role models, particularly for boys, with the publication of The Lost Boys
Report: www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/library/lost-boys

Teacher

Gareth Southgate’s Dimbleby lecture: www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00293l5/the-richard-
dimbleby-lecture-sir-gareth-southgate

Netflix series, ‘Adolescence’: https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/81756069 

Various
Making of Sir John Laing Centenary Sculpture (statue): https://www.alexjwright.co.uk/sir-john-
laing-making-of-the-centenary-sculpture

Obituary:- Sir John Laing: https://www.dumville.org/laing/photo_pages/johnlaing.html

John Laing’s Blue plaque – Newspaper article:
https://www.newsandstar.co.uk/news/25214579.blue-plaque-unveiled-carlisle-sir-john-laing

RE Quest Resources – Sir John Laing, A Real Hero: 
https://request.org.uk/resource/people/significant-people/a-real-hero-sir-john-laing/

Facts and timeline: https://www.geni.com/people/Sir-John-William-
Laing/6000000001477072526

Places to Visit 
Coventry Cathedral, 1 Hill Top, Coventry, West Midlands, CV1 5AB
Laing’s Blue Plaque, 21 Newcastle Street, Carlisle
Statue of Sir John Laing at Furness Abbey, Barrow-In-Furness, Cumbria, LA13 0PJ
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