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You will need a wallet for illustrative purposes.

John Laing was a young builder who wanted to be the top building contractor

Teacher

in the country. He took over the firm from his father and started to take on bigger projects. In
1906 he was given the contract to build a sewer. It was not the sort of job the company had
tackled before.

The job did not go smoothly. The weather was terrible, the site flooded, there was quicksand and
sometimes workers had to be pulled from it leaving their boots behind. Then the owners of the
land objected to the work and took The Laing Company from court to court trying to get
payment from them. John Laing worked very long hours, was very worried and often could not
sleep. He thought the company might go bankrupt.

John prayed, “I am sorry that I have worried my parents. Please help me and from now on I will
run the company differently. Amen.”

The company eventually won the court case, and they didn’t have to pay compensation. But
John did not celebrate with his family; he went to his hotel room and wrote down how he would
live from then on.

Hand a pupil a wallet and ask them to read what is in it:

My Programme for Life by John Laing.

1. Being a Christian will be the most important
thing in my life. 

2. I will enjoy life and help others find
enjoyment too. 

3. I will live on a small amount of money, even
if I become rich, and give the rest away to my
church, people in need or charities. 

Laing called this his Programme for Life. He read it to his wife, Beatrice, before they got married –
she agreed to it. He kept the piece of paper, perhaps in his wallet, and followed his plan for the
rest of his long life. 
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Pupil Activities

Teacher

Ask pupils to reflect:
Who do you hope to be?
What will your values be?

Ask pupils to write down their own Programme for Life on a separate sheet (provided). This can
be shared or kept private.
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Write down your own Programme for Life on the paper below.


