
Sir John Laing 1879 - 1978

A statue of Sir John Laing was placed at Furness Abbey in 2025. He is holding a Bible in his hand.
Furness Abbey was chosen, as it is where he sat to pray after a very worrying and difficult time
for his business. He believed his prayers were answered and as a result he decided on his
‘Programme for Life,’ - he determined that his life would be one of faith in God, generosity
towards others and enjoyment.

1. Watch this video about the making of the Centenary Sculpture:
https://www.alexjwright.co.uk/sir-john-laing-making-of-the-centenary-sculpture (7 mins 46 secs).

2. Imagine you could commission a new statue. 
a) Who will your statue be of? 
b) Why do they deserve to have a statue of them put up? 
c) Draw a design for the statue on the empty plinth.
d) Write their name and a sentence about them on the statue’s round plaque.
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Design a Statue
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