
Project. Pack. Purpose.

The pack is designed largely for use in RE lessons and offers an example of a
leader of industry who put his Christian faith into action. Aspects of the pack
could be of use in PSHE lessons and perhaps encourage links between RE and
Design Technology. In addition there are suggestions for collective worship and ideas for activity
days based around Laing’s life.

We have attempted to offer some ideas at Key Stages 1, 2 and 3+. Obviously teachers can judge
which ideas are most suitable for their age groups and particularly at lower and upper Key
Stages, where overlap might occur.

Young people today value authenticity; the life of Sir John Laing offers a real-life example of a
man whose faith or beliefs were implemented. He put his words and faith into action to make a
difference to the life of others. Laing had a role model and became one.

Many areas in Sir John Laing’s life lend themselves to an examination of how his faith affected
how he lived and conducted himself.
 
For example:

How did John Laing handle disappointment?
What was John Laing’s ‘Programme for Life’? 
How did the Christian owner of a multi-million-pound company let his faith affect how he
treated his employees?
What was John Laing the first person to be asked to do in 300 years? 
How would you design or build a cathedral? 
How did John, a rich man, end up with only £316 in his bank account? 

Instances from John Laing’s life are used as starting points/connections for examining similar
experiences in the life of the pupils.

For example:
To encourage pupils to fulfil their own potential 
To challenge them to care for others
To examine what generosity means
To offer an opportunity to examine their own values
To provide a space to understand the difference faith can make 
To be the impetus to think about their own future
To examine his leadership style
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