Prayer Space

Coventry Cathedral
A Prayer Space / Reflection Area for Schools

Aim: The aim of this space is to enable children of all faiths and none, to explore life’s questions,
experiences, spirituality, and faith in a safe, creative, reflective and interactive way.

The area is a safe space for all, where responses are anonymous and correct spelling does not
matter, and nothing is marked.

Set up: A room full of stations or activities to help pupils to reflect on life. Pupil responses are
often displayed on ribbons, pegged on strings, on fake trees or bunting. Fairy lights, tents,
cushions, fake candles etc can be used as decoration and to make it an inviting and inspirational
experience.

Each activity station needs an explanatory card and some resources. You can choose to do all,
some or just a few of the activities listed below in any order. You could have one activity in a
corner of the classroom, corridor or do the activities together as a class.

At Key Stage 1 you may need volunteers to help the pupils at each station. Get a group of church
or community volunteers, parents/grandparents to help set up the room and monitor the space.
Find out more about prayer spaces in schools and look at photographs to inspire you at
WWWw.prayerspacesinschools.com/about-us/.

Pupils will need some simple background facts about Coventry Cathedral (see below) before
visiting the activities and be given a few instructions e.g. responses are anonymous.

Coventry Cathedral Background: During World War Il, Coventry Cathedral was largely destroyed.

It was decided a new cathedral should be built. A competition was held to design it. A man called
Basil Spence won the competition and his design was chosen.

John Laing’s building company built the new cathedral.

It was the first cathedral to be built for 300 years!
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Prayer Space

1. A Kinder World

Introduction

In 1940, the day after the old Coventry cathedral was so badly damaged a man
called Rev. Richard Howard stood in the rubble. He said, “We are going to try to make
a kinder world.”

Activity
How could we ‘try to make a kinder world’ today?
Write or draw your idea on the torn-up cardboard and add it to the pile of rubble.

Equipment

Some rubble or bricks (doesn’t have to be a lot), battery fairy lights in between the rubble,
pieces of torn up cardboard that can be written on, pens, photos of the destroyed cathedral,
carpet squares or cushions in circle around the rubble.

2. Forgiving

Introduction

The day after the old cathedral was so badly damaged a man called Rev. Richard
Howard stood in the rubble. He said, “We are trying to banish all thoughts of
revenge.” He meant we are going to forgive the people who did this.

He had 'Father Forgive' written on the burnt wall behind the altar of the old cathedral. A
prayer for forgiveness is still said every Friday in the cathedral.

Coventry Cathedral has since become a centre for peace and forgiveness in our world.

Activity

Is there anyone you need to forgive? Ask pupils to spend a few, quiet moments thinking of
them and to place a glass pebble gently into the bowl of water when they are ready. They

might like to say quietly, “May | be kind and forgiving to others” as you place your pebble.

Equipment
A bowl of water, some glass pebbles, a basket of “May | be kind and forgiving to others” on
strips of card to take away if pupils wish to.
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Prayer Space

3. An impossible dream?

Introduction

In 1944 Basil Spence was a soldier on a beach in France. Just before he fell asleep
an army friend asked him what he would like to do with his life. Basil Spence said, “l want to
build a cathedral.” No cathedral had been built for 300 years. It seemed an impossible dream.

Activity

What is your dream for your life? What do you hope to do?
Make a flag.

Write or draw your dream on your flag and stick it in the sand.

Equipment
A builder’s tray of play sand, flags (lollipop sticks, precut paper, Sellotape in dispenser) pens.

4. Inspiration

Introduction
A competition was held to design a new cathedral for Coventry.

The rules of the competition to design the new cathedral stated that “The cathedral is to
speak to us and to generations to come of the majesty, the Eternity and the Glory of God.”

Basil Spence entered the competition. He felt his design for a new cathedral was inspired by
his faith in God and in the ceiling in the Nave was inspired by the magnified eye of a fly!

Activity

Look at some photos of the magnified eye of a fly. Look at (or photos of) ceiling of the nave.
What or who inspires you? It maybe someone you want to be like. Perhaps they are very good
at something. It might be someone famous you admire or someone who is kind to you. It
might be a family member or a teacher.

Write or draw your answer on a star. Hang it on the tree.

Equipment
Pens, a twig tree, fairy lights, star shapes, ribbons, hole puncher. pictures of the eye of a fly,
Coventry cathedral’s stained glass photos, light up stars as decorations.
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Prayer Space

5. Good News!

Introduction

Basil Spence gave his design in for the cathedral on the last day of the competition,
he even thought about not handing it in. He did not expect to win. He said, “l can say with
truth | did not have the faintest hope of success.” He got a phone call telling him he had won
when he was in a meeting. He was so shocked the other people in the meeting thought he
had received bad news!

He stammered, “It is the best news | have ever had. | have won the competition for the new
Coventry Cathedral.” He later reflected, “My life’s wish has been granted.”

Activity
What is the best news you have ever received? Write or draw it on a blank mobile phone
shape. Peg it on a ribbon.

Equipment
Photocopied mobile phone shapes, a clothes rail with ribbons hanging off it, pegs, pens.

6. Glory

Introduction

The rules of the competition to design the new cathedral stated that “the cathedral
is to speak to us and to future generations of the kingship, the everlasting nature of
God and of His glory”.

Activity

Look around the cathedral or at photos of it.

Do you think Basil Spence the architect who designed the building managed to convey the
hugeness, the kingship, the wonder and glory of God? Why? How? Where?

Decorate a crown shape. Then write YES on your crown if you think Basil Spence managed to
demonstrate the bigness and wonder of God and NO if you think he did not. Put your answer
in the YES or NO box/basket.

Equipment
A ‘YES’ sparkly bowl/box and a ‘NO’ plainer box/basket for voting, small crown shapes, pens,
crown decorations, gold/silver cloth for the table, battery operated candles etc.
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Prayer Space

7. Safe and Happy

Activity

The new cathedral was finished in 1962.
Look around the cathedral or look at photographs of it. Can you describe it? How does it
make you feel? What do you like best about it?

Sit and think about your life. What makes you feel safe and happy? A person? A place? An
activity? A pet? A friend? Something else?

Draw or write what makes you feel safe and happy on a thank you card. Hang your card on
the tree.

Equipment
Create a pleasant small space — perhaps battery-operated fairy lights/candles, cushions, soft
music, a plant/flowers etc, thank you cards, pens, a twig tree.

8.Giving

Introduction

The Laing building company felt honoured to be chosen to build the new Coventry
cathedral. It was the first Cathedral to be built for 300 years. John Laing said it was a
building that needed to last for 1000 years. He wrote to each builder to ask them to do their
very best work, for they were building a place of worship. Laing decided to make no money
(profit) from building Coventry cathedral, but this was kept secret at the time.

John Laing was a very generous man — he gave most of his money away to help others.

Activity

How can you be generous? Write down your ideas or what you could give to someone else.
It does not have to be money - it could be time, friendship, help, a smile, a kind word, an
invitation etc.

Either ask pupils to draw round their hands or have some pre-cut.

Write or draw your ideas on a handshape and place your hand in the offering bowl.

Equipment
Coloured thin card, scissors, a beautiful bowl/basket, pens/pencils.
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