Collective Worship

Nehemiah

Thought for the Day
‘Come let us rebuild’ (Nehemiah 2.17).

You might like to use a photo of the Blitz Beach, Coventry Cathedral and the present-day walls of
Jerusalem.

Time to Listen

There is a beach near Liverpool known as the Blitz Beach. Liverpool was bombed by the German
Luftwaffe in World War Il. After the war the rubble left from the bombing was dumped on a
beach and it is still there. You can walk over the debris of people’s lives — their doorsteps,
mantelpieces, burnt bricks and the remains of their fireplaces. The human stories behind the
remains must be filled with both courage, love and loss.

Coventry was another city bombed during World War 1. Its cathedral was engulfed in flames and
largely destroyed. The rubble and remains were cleared and what remains of the old cathedral
still stands — broken, but beautiful as a testimony. A cathedral stonemason saw that two of the
cathedral’s burnt roof timbers had fallen to the ground in the shape of a cross. He tied them
together and placed the cross on an altar made of rubble in the ruined cathedral. The burnt
cross is a symbol of forgiveness - hope emerging from the ashes. ‘Father Forgive’ was inscribed
on the wall behind the cross.

John Laing was the Christian building contractor commissioned to build a new cathedral in
Coventry —a symbol of new life that was to stand beside the burnt shell of the old cathedral. He
wrote to all the builders involved in the rebuilding asking them to do their very best work - for
this place of worship would stand for 1000 years. It was a difficult build: for example the
weather was terrible and they dug up some skeletons.

In the 5™ century BC Nehemiah learnt that the walls of Jerusalem had been reduced to rubble.
Indeed, they had been burnt and broken 140 years previously. No one had thought these piles of
burnt stones could amount to anything again. But Nehemiah determined to do something about
it. He had a vision for those damaged stones. He gathered a team together to rebuild.
Nehemiah’s team were ridiculed by some but they stuck at their task. Nehemiah said, the joy of
the Lord was his strength. (Nehemiah 8.10) The burnt stones were repurposed, and the walls
were rebuilt!
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Collective Worship

Time to Connect
There is a lot of distress in our world.

Perhaps you feel as if you are a burnt or damaged stone and that people walk over your hurt like
those at the Blitz beach in Liverpool.

Perhaps you think you can never amount to anything again like the burnt rubble in Jerusalem.
But those burnt stones were repurposed by Nehemiah and you too can be redeemed, restored
and rebuilt. You too can have a new story.

Perhaps you recognise that you have caused others to feel like burnt stones. Perhaps you need
forgiveness like that offered at Coventry Cathedral.

Perhaps you recognise that some people you know feel they are like the burnt stones in today’s
stories... You can do your very best work like Laing’s builders at Coventry Cathedral and help to
comfort, bring hope, offer encouragement and restore your friends.

Time to Reflect
Let’s have a moment of silence and reflect on what we have heard today.
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