
Brick and Concrete Letter

This is a photograph of a letter John Laing sent to one of his employees. It was
found tucked inside a book about John Laing’s Christian faith.

Teacher

Ideas for use

Photocopy the letter (a larger copy can be found in the ‘Pictures for Display’ document). Put a
copy in an envelope and hand out to each pupil.

Use the questions on the pupil document for discussion. Put a pupil in charge of leading a class
discussion or put the class into discussion groups and appoint a pupil as a leader of each group.

Ask pupils to imagine they are a boss. What would they write about to their workers?

Copy John Laing’s signature.

Imagine you are a boss. Why would you write to one of your workers? What would you write?
How would you start your letter? Write a letter on some notepaper to ‘an employee’ (as a class,
in groups, pairs or individuals).



Brick and Concrete Letter

This is a photograph of a letter John Laing sent to one of his employees. It was
found tucked inside a book about John Laing’s Christian faith.

1.  What do you notice about this letter?

2.  Why do you think this letter survived?

3.  Why do you think Laing starts his letter, ‘Dear fellow worker’? 

4.  Why might John Laing have sent his worker a copy of the book?
 
5.  Imagine you are an employee – how would you feel about receiving this
     letter?

6.  How do you think John Laing and his workers shared together in ‘brick,
     concrete and office work’?

7.  What do you think Laing refers to when he writes ‘the more personal and important    
     experiences that mean so much to us’?


