Engaging Plenary Ideas

Quick suggestions for use as discussion questions or as purposeful plenaries
at the end of a lesson to review learning and reflection.

Describe John
Laing in 5 words.

What life lesson have
you learnt from the
story of John Laing?

Write a job description for
John Laing in two
sentences.

You are going to do an
interview with Sir John
Laing. Prepare some
questions to ask him.

What have you learnt
about John Laing? You
can only use 3 words.

What is the first word that
comes to mind when you
think of John Laing?

What would the
newspaper headline be
for John Laing’s life?

John Laing was often
kind. Think of a time
when someone showed
you kindness.
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What part of John
Laing’s life would you
like to see as a
painting? Why?

Do you think you would get
along with John Laing?
Give a reason for your

answer.

What advice do you
think John Laing would
give you about your life?

What part of John
Laing’s life would you
make into a short film?
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